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ACTIVITIES DEVELOPED IN 2013
1. Workshop –The European Voluntary Service, SEV
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The Social Development Center, the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi and the Faculty of Social Assistance and Sociology have organized Wednesday, the 6th of February 2013, the international workshop entitled “The European Voluntary Service: volunteering benefits, volunteering opportunities, volunteering stories”.
The following persons have participated in this event: reader PhD Anca Tompea (CDS), Gabriel Lazăr – project manager for the project "Volunteers for the Future ", Ilay Ciftci and Gamze Uysal, from Turkey, Franck Saliou from France and Antonina Czapska from Poland. 

2. IT lectures – Web Programming and Design
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The Social Development Center organizes IT lectures – Web Programming and Design. 
By attending this lecture, you will become acquainted to the existing website types, the way in which the CSS are carried out, the use of programming languages (HTML, XML, XHTML), introductive notions on MySQL, PHP and JAVA and the trends in the IT field. The lecture was addressed to those who want to easily and rapidly create professional websites in 60 hours.
3. The youngsters – active citizens for responsible consumption
An innovative project for the promotion of responsible consumption in high schools developed during the period March-May 2013

The project entitled “The youngsters – active citizens for responsible consumption” is developed with the members of the Local Groups for Social Economics, as a result of the activities developed within the project, namely training sessions related to the topic of responsible consumption and work meetings designed in order to develop the project concept.

The project entitled “The youngsters - active citizens for responsible consumption” has been developed in 5 cities in Romania: Arad, Iaşi, Sibiu, Odorheiu-Secuiesc and Timişoara. High school students, from the 9th-11th forms, have participated in this project.
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“The youngsters – active citizens for responsible consumption” is a project included in a portfolio of innovative projects from the field of social and solidary economics, developed through the involvement of the members of the Local Initiative Group in Iaşi, within the strategic project Models of good practice in the field of social inclusion (ID 64094). The project “The youngsters – active citizens for responsible consumption” has been implemented in Iaşi during the period March-May 2013 and has been addressed to a number of 300 high school students.

4. 10 Media Events in 300 days
The project 10 Media Events in 300 days is implemented by the Synergy Romania Association and is financed through the program Youth in Work, RO-12-E484-2012-R3.
"10 Media Events in 300 Days" is a project launched by Synergy Romania, supported by the Youth in Work program – action 1.2, that aims at increasing the quality of the media products (video, photography, reports, social media) and the visibility of the NGOs in Iaşi through media techniques.
10 local events have taken place during the period April 2013 – January 2014; to these events there were invited members of several local youth organizations, as well as youngsters who want to be actively involved in the community and to become volunteers in one of these NGOs. 

Another dimension of the project consists in the promotion of the collaboration between the local NGOs, through the creation of a network that will include regularly meetings of the representatives, as well as the centralization, on an online platform, of the information related to their profile and activities.
5. The adoption, another natural way to become a parent”,
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“Adoption must be seen as an action performed for the benefit of children, not as a protective action.” 19.11.2013



This message has been sent to the future social assistants by Bogdan Adrian Panait, President of the Romanian Office for Adoptions in Bucharest. Present in Iaşi, during the workshop – The adoption, another natural way to become a parent”, organized by the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi & by the Social Development Center, Bogdan Adrian Panait talked to the youngsters, adults and, in particular, to the specialists from the field about the situation related to the social assistance system in Romania.
 


”Adoption is not a protective measure; it is a juridical measure that fixes the relation between the adopter and the adopted child. Adoption must be seen differently from the past; it must be seen as a measure taken for the benefit of children, as an action taken for the child. Because the child is the one in difficulty”, explained the president of the Romanian Office for Adoptions. In addition, he has also presented a worrying statistic related to the situation of the abandoned children in Romania, but also related to the human resource in the system. ”In case of the adoption system in Romania, there are nowadays about 63 000 children between 0 and 18 years old, 19.200 children in maternal assistance and more than 23 000 children in foster care centers. In what concerns the number of social assistants, there are 13000 social assistants at present, as well as 33000 employees, of which, unfortunately, only 1000 are specialists in the field. That is the reason why, in Romania, there are plenty of socially assisted persons: we have very few experts in the field”, added Bogan Adrian Panait.



The large number of abandoned children in the system was also emphasized by Florin Ion, general manager of the General Department of Social Assistance and Child Protection in Iaşi. ”Unfortunately, the county of Iaşi has a large number of children referred to by the statistic presented by Mr. Bogdan Panait. At present, we have 1200 maternally assisted children and 1300 foster children. Unfortunately, the county of Iaşi has always been on top of the list from this point of view”. At the same time, Florin Ion thanked the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi for having organized such an event; the two institutions have concluded a convention through which the students from the Faculty of Social Assistance and Sociology may work as trainees within the department.



Ramona Popa, psychologist, Counselor within the Romanian Office for Adoptions has also participated in this workshop. She addressed to the participants: “If you have chosen this profession, you will not have any work experience at the beginning; in my opinion, this is an advantage, because you are not contaminated by the system. It is a very complex field, which changes destinies; you will have to make decisions and you cannot do this superficially. The profession of social assistant is a very complex one; besides the proper training, you must have certain skills, such as sensitivity, empathy and, in particular, patience”, explained Ramona Popa.
 Reader PhD Anca Tompea, president of the Social Development Center, concluded by saying: “I hope that the social problems faced by youngsters will become a priority, and that the civil society will become more and more involved in this issue.”
6. ”The syndrome of the lack of basis: the issue of adopted children”
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The issue of child adoption, of the child inclusion in society after he/she has been abandoned and of the therapies resorted to were the topics discussed within the workshop “The syndrome of the lack of basis: the issue of adopted children”, held at the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi by the Social Development Center. This workshop addressed to specialists in psychology and social assistance.
“We are born with the unconscious need to be related to the other, to the biologic parent. Until the age of three, the child has a didactic relationship with his/her parents, and he/she wants to be permanently next to them. Around the age of three, feelings appear. There are several cases when the parents are not prepared from a psychological point of view to adopt a child”, said the dean. 
A Romanian adventure



Elles van der Beek, representative of the Izvor Foundation in Iaşi-the Nederlands, who was invited at the workshop, explained how she has come in Romania and how she has started to get involved in projects that focus on the inclusion of abandoned children. “I am not a psychologist, nor a social assistant; I am just a school teacher. My adventure in Romania has started in 1994 and it still continues. Why did I come in Romania? I did not intend to leave the Nederlands, but, one year, I have found an agency that was organizing trips in other countries. I wanted to go to Africa, but I arrived in Romania, in Târgu Mureş, in Coldea, where I worked in a foster care center. In 1995, I left for Iaşi, where I found some girls living on the streets, in Târgu Cucului, and I started to talk to them”, explained Elles van der Beek.
At present, Elles van der Beek takes care of some persons that she shelters in special apartments and implements social inclusion programs, ergotherapy programs, therapy by art, animal therapy programs. 
	


	




Within the workshop, Elles van der Beek has presented the book that she has translated from Dutch into Romanian, “If Life does not have a Reason”, by Geertje van Egmond, a book that presents the adventures of a mother after she has decided to adopt a child from another country.
“I have discovered this book on the Internet at a moment when I was not seeing any results of my work with the five girls. It is a book written in the ‘80s, by a Dutch mother, when her family has decided to adopt a six year old girl from Columbia. The book describes the adventures of the parents and of their adoptive daughter. The parents were exhausted because of the child’s behavior”, explained Elles van der Beek.




Prof. PhD Cristina Stoica added that “this book presents issues related to children adopted by foreign parents. This workshop is a good practical exercise that helps us analyze the way in which we work with these children, what the emotional lack means at a very early age and the traumas generated by it further on.”



 

7. Workshop ”Communication in tourism”
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What is online communication? What online communication and marketing strategies are using tourism agencies? What are the items that a tourism agency wants to promote on the Internet? These are some questions to which the two guests of the workshop “Communication in tourism” tried to answer: Assistant PhD Ionela Boşoteanu, from the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi and Florin Bărhălescu, director of the Icar Tours tourism agency.
 




Mrs. Ionela Boşoteanu talked about the strategies used by tourism agencies, online communication and social media. “The online communication has become part of our life. The online communication and the marketing strategy of a tourism agency must be carried out after a SWOT analysis, according to the touristic services or packages that it offers, the offer duration or the period of the year. The strategies are always designed according to the items that we, as tourism agencies, want to promote, and, in particular, according to the requirements of our clients”.



On the other hand, Florin Bărhălescu has presented to the youngsters an educational tourism project that he has developed within the agency that he manages. He has transmitted to the guests that “the social media does not sell; it just provides support, and the role of a tourism agency is to sell”. “The project – I go to the museum, too” – has been launched 4 years ago and it started accidentally. Our project focused on the methods used in order to determine students to come to the museum; on this occasion, ICAR has launched the concept of educational tourism. The strategy used within this project was quite simple: we have 30 students and 10 PR tourism and marketing teams. All these three fields are essential for a tourist consultant”, concluded the agency manager.



The moderator of the workshop was Prof. PhD Cristina Stoica, dean of the Faculty of Social Assistance and Sociology, who has stated that the aim of this event was to bring participants closer to the concrete reality of tourism companies.
“The aim had in view was to present the theoretical aspects of the online communication specific to a tourism agency, mainly the strategies recommended for each category of customers. At the same time, the participants had the opportunity to work in teams in order to create a communication campaign for the promotion of a product specific to a tourism agency by the online community”.


8. ”9 for the Magical Romania – 9 pour la Roumanie Magique”
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For four days, in the “Amphitheatre” Art Gallery of the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi an original fine art exhibition has been organized – ”9 for the Magical Romania – 9 pour la Roumanie Magique”, a preview event for the Capital of the European Union, Brussels. 
 




Artists, students and teachers, as well as the public who loves art were present to the exhibition varnishing, which aimed at promoting nine Romanian artists abroad. Constantin Dumitru, the general editor of the Top Business journal, declared that the varnishing has a special importance. “Here and now, we have 9 Romanian artists, four from Iaşi and five from Bucharest. Through this exhibition, an interesting partnership is inaugurated between the capital of the Romanian Union, Brussels, and the future European Cultural Capital, the city of Iaşi”.
 




The moderator of the event was Mihai Precup who “thanked the university for having supported such a great event”. “The exhibition “9 for the Magical Romania” is not an exhibition that only addresses to people abroad, even if a large part of the artists who expose their works here are better known abroad”, added Mihai Precup. 



Prof. PhD Constantin Tofan, from The University of Art in Iaşi, was present at the varnishing. He proposed the organizers “that “the Amphitheater Art Galleries” from the “Petre Andrei” University be named “Sabin Bălaşa Art Galleries”. “The meeting that we had several years ago with those who were invited today to this varnishing was not at all accidental. This spring, we also had a beautiful exhibition, entitled “Teachers and students”; now, we have an original exhibition, which is also difficult because of the chromatics and of the creation of works. Let us not forget that the city of Iaşi has important artists, such as Sabin Bălaşa; I think that this gallery should bear the name of the great artist from Iaşi.” declared Prof. PhD Constantin Tofan.



In this gallery there were exposed works signed by artists such as Radu Dărângă, Mihail Gavril, Răzvan Paul Mihăescu, Vasile Pop Negreşteanu, Liviu Suhar, Dumitru Macovei (Bacău) and by the following artists from Iaşi: Felix Aftene, Dragoş Pătraşcu, Corneliu Vasilescu and Constantin Tofan.
The “Amphitheatre” art gallery is a project of the “Petre Andrei” University in collaboration with the University of Art in Iaşi and the Social Development Center, together with the journals “Top Business” and “Piaţa de Artă”.
9. Adopting a child – delight or disappointment
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”How should we react when an adopted child rejects us? How could you learn to be patient with an adopted child? When should you tell the child that he/she has been adopted?” 



The third conference entitled – Adopting a child – delight or disappointment – from the series of conferences on this topic, held by the “Petre Andrei” University in Iaşi in partnership with the Social Development Center, has presented the testimonies of two mothers that have known this unique experience. It is also the case of Ana Stafford, married in the United States of America, who has explained that she did not want to adopt a gypsy child because of her fertility issues; she simply intended to do this long before marriage. “Our story did not start as smoothly as it goes now. The social assistant has presented us Ema and he warned us that she has several health problems. It was an eight months baby who behaved like a newborn: she was only lying on her back, she did not know to clench her fists, she did not do anything. At the beginning, I thought she was disabled; I did not know, in fact, that her development was belated. I wanted to hug her, but she rejected me. During the first night that she spent in our house, we went three times at the emergency service, because she was vomiting and she suffered from diarrhea. It took us two years to treat her”, confessed Ana Sttaford. In what concerns the moment when she told the little girl that she was abandoned, Ana declared that “from the very beginning, I told her that she grew in the belly of another woman. We did not consider a special event the moment when we told her that we have adopted her. We have slowly disclosed things to her, and we talked a lot about adoption”. In addition, she talked about the book that she has translated together with her husband – “Becoming a family. Supporting healthy attachment in the adopted child”- and she stated that “it was like a daily Bible, and, through it, we learned what to do in order to help her cure”.



On the other hand, Annie Bivlet confessed that she did not come from France in order to adopt a child. “I did not think a single moment that I will adopt a child, especially because I am not married and I think that a child must have both his/her parents with him/her”, she said. However, she admits that Maria, the little girl she has adopted, “started to have adaptation problems from the moment when she started to go to school, in France, because I have noticed that she had an accent that was different from the other children. Several times, because I did not tell her from the very beginning that I am not her natural mother, she wondered why her mother did give her birth if she abandoned her. Why didn’t she take care of her?” added Annie Bivlet.



The moderator of the event, Prof. PhD Cristina Stoica, dean of the Faculty of Social Assistance and Sociology, declared that the topic discussed addressed not only to students in Psychology and Social Assistance, who are acquainted with the theoretical part, but also to young persons or families who want to adopt a child. 
10. Conference and seminar – THE NEW GERMANIC MEDICINE
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11. WORLD AIDS DAY
The Social Development Center took part in the actions organized by the With You Foundation, on the occasion of the World AIDS Day. The volunteers from the Social Development Center have participated, on the 2nd of December 2013, in the Human Bow, a symbol of solidarity with people infected / affected by HIV/AIDS.
 




“For us, as an NGO, and, in particular, for our volunteers, it is important to become aware of the importance of such a day, because it is crucial to be involved in the process of social inclusion of these disadvantaged people and not to discriminate them”, declared the president of the Social Development Center, Anca Tompea.



Angela Achiţei, president of the With You Foundation, declared that “the World AIDS Day is a moment when we are solidary and when we try to prevent this phenomenon”. 
Several high schools from the Iaşi county, NGOs, as well as the local administrative institutions have participated in this event. 


12. The International Day of Persons with Disabilities
On the occasion of The International Day of Persons with Disabilities, the Social Development Center has issued a message of solidarity and hope addressed to the persons with disabilities. The NGO from Iaşi was partner of the campaign “Give! Change a Destiny”, organized by the Star of Hope Foundation in Romania. The Social Development Center was represented by its President, Anca Tompea, who has written a message in the “Christmas Tree of Hope”, in front of the Iaşi City Hall.
 




“It is crucial to send them our trust, to support their personal achievements, to show them that they are strong and that we are all equal. The community involvement and the social inclusion of the disabled people is a process that is very important for heir development. Such events, as the one organized by the Star of Hope Foundation, are very useful. As a NGO, we have promoted and we support equal opportunities for all persons and we are honored to be partners within this action”, stated Anca Tompea.



Aurora Vatamaniuc, president of the Star of Hope Foundation in Romania, declared, during a press release within the campaign “Give! Change a Destiny”, that “the project of this year aimed at helping disabled children; we try to involve the community in this process as much as possible”. The ambassadors of the campaign did also participate in this event, namely Beatrice Rancea, general manager of the Romanian Opera in Iaşi and Dan Lungu, manager of the Romanian Literature Museum in Iaşi.



During this press release, the book “The New Face of Destiny” was launched; it presents the testimonies and adventures of parents who have children with disabilities.





The official data show that there are about 700.000 persons with disabilities in Romania, of whom 90.000 are children. In one of 45 families in the country there is a child with disabilities and, at present, 64 children suffering from physical and mental problems benefit from the rehabilitation therapy services within the “Star of Hope Iaşi” Regional Rehabilitation Center. 
13. They are expecting Santa, too
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60 children in the Oncology and Orthopedics Section in the “Sfânta Maria” Hospital in Iaşi have received gifts on the occasion of Saint Nicholas. The volunteers from the Social Development Center gave them stuffed toys, rubber toys, books, activity books, sweets and oranges.



“Each year, on the occasion of the winter holidays, we want to bring hope to the children in the Oncology Section of the “Sfânta Maria” Hospital in Iaşi. In the 8th year, we succeed to develop this campaign – “They are expecting Santa, too”, which has become a model of youth involvement in the voluntary programs and in the development of social campaigns”, said Anca Tompea, coordinator of this campaign.



During this year, the campaign developed by the Social Development Center benefited from the support of the With You Foundation, of radio HIT, but also of the involvement of students from the 7th B form, in the “ Octav Băncilă” Art College in Iaşi. 

14. The Festival of the Youth NGOs in Iaşi -FOI 
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The volunteers from the Social Development Center (CDS) were involved in the activities organized within the Festival of the Youth NGOs in Iaşi, FOI, which took place during the period 6-7 of December 2013 at Palas Mall Iaşi. FOI is an event created by the LINK network, within the project 10 Media Events in 3 00 Days, beneficiary: Synergy Romania, through the Youth in Work program.
 




LINK is a platform built with and for the NGOs in Iaşi. It is addressed to the youngsters and it aims at facilitating the development of their activities, through the rapid and effective traffic of knowledge and resources. The initiative is valid in the online medium, but also as a real network, so that the organizations involved can easily benefit from mutual support and can easily address to their target audience. This way, the access to the information related to NGOs will be facilitated for a large audience, who will find the desired information on the same site, link-iasi.ro. In the long run, through the consolidation of the relationship created, LINK will become a self-sustainable network and a genuine hub for the organizations in Iaşi addressed to the youngsters.



The Social Development Center, together with its partners, ADV and ALSUPA, has organized the workshop "Get involved at the social level", which had a major impact on the participants. The discussion focused on the role of social campaigns, as well as of the information & education campaigns, and on the methods through which the youngsters can get their first job.
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